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DOCUMENTS 
I. 

SOME PAPERS FROM THE PURCELL COLLECTION 



The following documents are specimens of the rich collection of ecclesias- 
tical sources contained in the Mount St. Joseph (Daughters of Charity) 
Archives, of Cincinnati, Ohio. 

1. 

Letter op Archbishop Purcell to Cardinal Barnabo, 

Cincinnati, April 30, 1857, on the foundation of the American College, Rome. 
{Copy). 

This document, which is a copy of the original now in the Propaganda 
Archives, is written on ordinary paper, seven and a quarter inches wide and 
nine inches long. It consists of a single sheet folded over so as to make 
four folio pages. As will be seen in the free translation appended to it, tuo 
letter adds a new and interesting page to the documents contained in Mon- 
signor Brann's History of the American College of the Roman Catholic 
Church of the United States, Rome, Italy, New York, 1910. There (pp. 
23-53), Dr. Brann tells the story of the great interest taken in the establish- 
ment of the American College by Pius IX and by Cardinal Barnabo, who 
was then Cardinal Prefect of the Propaganda. The establishment of an 
American College at Rome had been the cherished dream of Archbishop 
Kenrick of Baltimore and Archbishop Hughes of New York; and shortly 
after the Eighth Provincial Council of Baltimore (May 6-16, 1855), it 
was decided to ask the Holy Father to appoint a committee of Bishops for 
this purpose. On August 19, 1855, Pius IX (1846-78) wrote to the Ameri- 
can Bishops advising them to begin plans for the erection of the College. 
Within little more than a year, these plans had materialized as is evidenced 
by Cardinal Barnabo's letter to Archbishop Hughes, dated Rome, January 
7, 1857. In a subsequent letter, which Dr. Brann dates as February 17, 1857, 
the Cardinal Prefect states that he would not fail to bring the matter to the 
attention of the Archbishops of Cincinnati, St. Louis, and New Orleans. The 
following letter, therefore, from Archbishop Purcell to Cardinal Barnabo, 
dated Cincinnati, April 30, 1857, is no doubt in answer to this communica- 
tion, which is dated February 16, 1857. 

[f. 1.] Eminentiasime Domine, 

In Conventu Episcoporum Provincise Cincinnatensis, qui occaaione conse- 
crationis novorum Episcoporum Antigon. et Altonen. habitus est die 26* April, 
cui omnes assistebant prseter Episcopum Saltus St*. Marise, qui glacie qua 
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adhue oonstringitur Lacus Superior dictus domi detinebatur, Eminentiie Tuae 
Litters; die 16* Febr. date, perlectee sunt et reverenter accept*. 

Pro iis omnes mecum in reddendis gratiis consentiunt. Monitis et suggea- 
tionibua quae in iia sunt pia et prompta mente obsequemur. 

Imprimua vero Sanctissimi Dni. nostri desideriis circa Collegium Americanum 
Romas fundandum, nunc ipsis melius notis, se pro viribus suis morem gerere 
profitentur. Nee olim iata bona voluntas defuit; sed unum obstatulum fuit, 
defectus argenti pro fundatione et sustentatione Seminariorum in singulia 
diiecesibus, quibus, juxta Concil. Trident, praescriptiones, gravantur conscientiae 
Epiecoporum. 

Dioeceses Sault Stas. Marias, Covington, Cleveland et Vincennes impensis novae 
fundationis collegii in Alma Urba impares ease dicebantur; dum Viearius Gen- 
eralis (D. Kindekins) et [f. 2] Episcopi Detroit, et Ludovicop. aiebant ae 
Collegium Lovanii pro Missionibua Americanis, adjuvantibus quibusdam ditioribus 
ex Belgis, esse instituroa. Sed nee iati malevolebant Collegio Romas inatituendo. 

Demum, ex tredecim Epiacopia qui Cincinnati eo tempore conveniebant, nullus 
fuit qui opem omnem et operam non contribuet ut per se et per fideles ipsis 
commissos laudatum Collegium Romae fundaretur et dotibus sat amplius gauderet. 

Quod me respicit jam ab initio notum est Eminentiss Tiue, quod quinque 
millia nummorum Americanorum (Dollars) promiserim pro prasdieto Collegio, 
quae et nunc in promptu sunt. His et alia quinque millia, decursu temporis, 
adjuvante Deo, in gratiam alumnorum hujusce dioecesis, addere propono. 

Haec sunt quae de Collegio Eminentiae Tuae exponenda esse censui. Precor 
et humillime exopto ut in iis novum signum obedientiae nostrae filialis videat 
Sanctitas Sua, et benigno Patris corde nobis ignoscere dignetur si hucusque 
quod potuit et defuit non fecit Provineia nostra. 

Ex foliis inclusis intelliget Eminentia Tua quid faciendum censuerit Conventus, 
juxta mandata tua, ut designent [f. 3] Episcopum pro Wayni-Castro, Fort 
Wayne. Rei Catholicae in iata regione multum proderit si quam primum 
impleatur ista Sedes, de cujus erectione gratulantur omnes. 

Votre Eminence me permettra de dire en Francois que je suis tres content du 
nouvel arrangement poatal qui nous permet d'affranchir noa lettrea pour Rome, 
ici, et do payer ici pour celles qui noua arrivent de Rome. 

Daigne Votre Eminence a'epargner la peine d'affranchir ses lettres pour moi. 
Je suis de Votre Eminence 

les Serviteur tres humble, 

J. B. Purcell, 

Arch. Cinn. 
Eminentiae suae 

Cardinali Alexandro Barnabo 

Card. Preef. Prof. Fide, 
Romae. 

Cincinnati, 

30 Aprilis, 1857. 

[f. 4.] (In Arch. Purcell's own handwriting) Copy of Letter to Cardinal 
Barnabo, April, 1857. 
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(Translation.) 
My Lord Cardinal, 

At a meeting of the Bishops of the Province of Cincinnati, which was held 
on the occasion of the consecration of the new bishops of Antigonish and Alton, 1 
on the 26th day of April, and in which all took part except the Bishop of Sault 
Ste. Marie who was kept at home on account of Lake Superior being still ice- 
bound, Your Eminence's letter of February 16th was read and respectfully re- 
ceived. All join with me in returning thanks for the same. We shall follow 
with a pious and ready mind the advice and suggestions which it contains. 
In the first place, the bishops promise to accede in proportion to their means 
to the wishes of the Holy Father regarding the foundation of the American 
College at Borne, since these wishes are now better known. This will on their 
part was not lacking heretofore, but there was one obstacle, namely, the bishops 
were troubled by the lack of money for the foundation and maintenance of the 
Seminaries in the different dioceses in accordance with the regulations of the 
Council of Trent. The diocese of Sault Ste. Marie, Covington, Cleveland and 
Vincennes were said to be unable to assume the expenses of the foundation of a 
College in the Eternal City, while the Vicar General, Father Kindekins, and the 
Bishops of Detroit and Louisville said that with the help of certain rich Bel- 
gians, they were about to establish a College at Louvain for the American Mis- 
sions.' But they were by no means opposed to the institution of a College at Rome. 
In fine, out of the thirteen bishops who met at that time in Cincinnati,' there 
was not a single one who will not contribute all his strength and effort that 
through him and the faithful committed to him a suitable College may be estab- 
lished at Rome and may enjoy sufficiently ample endowments. As far as I am 
concerned, Your Eminence has been aware from the beginning that I promised 
five thousand dollars for the aforesaid College, and this money is now ready. 

1 Gams, Series Episcoporum, p. 174. The See of Alton was formerly the 
Diocese of Quincy, erected July 29, 1853, and transferred to Alton January 9, 
1857. The first bishop was the Right Rev. Henry Damian Juncker, D. D. (1857- 
1868). The See of Antigonish was known as that of Arichat which was erected 
September 21, 1844 and transferred to Antigonish August 27, 1886. The bishop 
at this time (1857) was the Right Rev. Colin Francis MacKinnon (1852-1879). 

* The American College of Louvain was opened March 19, 1857. The Very 
Rev. P. Kindekins, who was Vicar General of the Diocese of Detroit had been 
sent to Rome in 1856 by Archbishop Kenrick for the purpose of securing a 
building in which to begin the North American College at Rome, but found so 
many obstacles to the project that he concluded the plan was not a feasible 
one at the time. On his way back to America, he came to Belgium and there 
found Cardinal Sterckx, the Archbishop of Malines, and many others so eager 
to begin the work of founding the American College of Louvain that he was 
induced the following year to return as its first Rector (1857-1860). Cf. Rev. 
J. Van Deb Hetden, The Louvain American College (1851 -WOT), p. 12. Louvain, 
1909. 

8 Webneb, Atlas des Missions Catholiques, Tableau in, gives the following 
dioceses as belonging to the Province of Cincinnati at this time: Cincinnati, 
Louisville, Covington, Vincennes, Cleveland, Detroit, Sault Ste. Marie, Chicago, 
Milwaukee, Dubuque and Nashville. 
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To this sum in the course of time, with God's help, I promise to add another 
five thousand dollars in the interests of the students from this diocese. These 
are the things that I considered necessary to be explained to Your Eminence 
concerning the College. I most humbly pray and trust that the Holy See 
recognize in this a fresh sign of our filial obedience, and that in his kind heart 
the Holy Father may vouchsafe to pardon us if hitherto our Province has not 
done what it could or has been found wanting. From the enclosed letter, Your 
Eminence will understand what the meeting considered ought to be done in 
pursuance of your orders to designate a bishop for Fort Wayne. The state of 
Catholicity in that region will be much advanced if that See is filled as soon 
as possible; all are very pleased with its erection. 

Your Eminence will permit me to say in French, that I am very happy over 
the new postal arrangement which permits us to stamp our letters for Rome 
here and to pay here for those which come to us from Rome. May it please 
Your Eminence to spare yourself the trouble of stamping your own letters to me. 

I am, 

Your Eminence's 

Most humble Servant, 

J. A. Purcell, 
Archbishop of Cincinnati. 
To His Eminence, 

Alexander Cardinal Barnabo, 

Cardinal Prefect of the Propaganda Fide, 
Rome. 
Cincinnati, 
April 30, 1857. 

2. 

Letter of Cardinal Barnabo to Archbishop Purcell, 

Rome, February 15, 1862, on the Civil War army chaplains. (Original). 

The question of the relative positions of the chaplains in the different 
armies during the present war has aroused considerable interest on the part 
of the Catholic reading public. Many new standards have been set: the 
chaplain of one army being on a par with officers; the chaplains of another, 
bearing arm3 in the battlefields like the ordinary soldier. One country com- 
plains that Catholic chaplains are not appointed generously enough, and only 
lately we have had a meeting of the Catholic chaplains of the United States 
Army to discuss questions of importance for the spiritual welfare of the 
soldiers entrusted to their care. The following document is of value, there- 
fore, in giving us a glimpse into the conditions which prevailed during the 
Civil War. It is the original letter of Cardinal Barnabo, Prefect of the Pro- 
paganda, to Archbishop Purcell of Cincinnati, dated Rome, February 15, 
1862. The document is on linen paper, eight and one-quarter inches wide, 
and twelve inches long. It consists of two folios, and is not contained in 
Collectanea S. Congregationis de Propaganda Fide, vol. I, (1622-1866), pub- 
lished at Rome, 1907. 
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[f. 1.] Illme. ac Rme. Dne., 

Apostoliea Sedes vehementer commota ob bellum quod in foederatis America 
Statibus excitatum pervere non desinit, sollicitudinem suam militibus aliisque 
qui in comitatu militari sive exercitus septentrionalis sive exercitus meridionalis 
prospicere voluit, ne iidem quamcunque ob causam sacramentorum participatione 
priventur eo praesertim tempore quo gravior urget necessitas. Quapropter ea 
statuit quae et huic fini assequendo maxime accomodata, et Episcoporum Americas 
votis plene consona esse non dubito. 

Itaque 1. Cappellani exercitus qui certe probitate et pietate debent praestare 
ab Ordinario loci in quo commorantur ad militum Confessiones excipiendas intra 
fines suae diocesis approbati, ab eodem Ordinario facultates a Ssmo. Domino 
Nostro concessas quae in adjectis continentur, obtinebunt, ut iis possint subvenire 
qui sincera detestatione peccatorum excitati, apud eos sacramentalem confessionem 
velint peragere. 2. Iidem Cappellani alteriua Ordinarii dioecesim ingressi et 
vel in itinere exercitum sequentes, vel in statione exercitus morantes, ex Apos- 
tolico indulto poterunt sacrum Ministerium peragere iisdem instructi facultatibus 
usque ad duos menses, nisi antea possint facile ad loci ubi commorantur Ordi- 
narum accedere. 3. Hoc autem duorum mensium spatio debent loci Ordinario 
se sistere, ut eo probante possint sacramentales Confessiones excipere, et iisdem 
facultatibus et Apostoliea Sede concessis uti. 4. Ordinariis autem loci ultro 
permittet Capellanos prsedictos in suo Ministerio posse perseverare iisdem pro- 
rogando omnes et singulas facultates juxta formulam adjectam no. 11, [f. 2] 
nisi indignos omnino judicaverit; quo in casu spirituali militum bono consulet 
per alios quos eisdem Apostolicis facultatibus instruet. 5. Quod si neque duorum 
mensium spatium satis erit, ut Cappellani ad Ordinarium possint accedere, pote- 
runt Cappellani in sui Ministerii partibus peragendis prosequi usque dum impossi- 
bilitas adeundi Ordinarium remaneat. 6. Quae ad presentem rerum conditionem 
in Statibus AmericaB foederatis ex apostoliea auctoritate servanda erunt in spiri- 
tuali bonum militum exercitus sive septentrionalis sive meridionalis, nullum 
amplius effectum habebunt, cum belli calamitas cessaverit. 

Commendo Tibi ut exemplar hujus epistolae nee non adjecti folii tuse provincise 
Episcopis communicare quantocius non praetermittas. 

Amplitudinis Tusb 

etc. 
Romas, ex sedibus S. Congnis. de Propaganda Fide, die 15 Februarii, 1882. 
Ad officia paratissimua, 

Alex. C. Barnabo, 
Prasf. 

(Translation.) 

Most Illustrioug and Reverend Sir: 

The Apostolic See deeply affected by the war which continues to rage in 
the United States of America wishes to look to its responsibility in regard to 
the soldiers and others in the service, whether of the northern or the southern 
army, in order that these persons may not be deprived of any opportunity of 
receiving the sacraments, especially at this time when the necessity is so urgent. 
Accordingly the Apostolic See has decreed what I do not doubt is best adapted 
to reach this end and in complete harmony with the wishes of the Bishops of 
America. 
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Therefore, 1. Army chaplains who of course ought to be approved by the 
Ordinary of the place in which they are stopping as fit to hear confessions of 
soldiers within the limits of his diocese, will hold from the same Ordinary the 
faculties granted by our Holy Father and stated in the enclosed letter, to enable 
them to minister to those who have a sincere detestation of their sins and wish 
to make sacramental confession of them. 2. These same chaplains, should they 
enter the diocese of another Ordinary and, as it may happen, remain there as 
long as the army is marching through, will perform their sacred ministry and 
enjoy these same faculties according to the Apostolic indult, and further they 
have this privilege for two months, if previously they can not easily go to the 
Ordinary of the place in which they are at the time. 3. However, during this 
period of two months they ought to present themselves to the Ordinary of the 
place in order to have his approbation in hearing sacramental confessions and 
in using these same faculties which have been granted by the Apostolic See. 
4. Moreover the Ordinary of the place on his part will enable the aforesaid 
chaplains to continue their ministry by prolonging for them all and individual 
faculties according to the enclosed form, no. 11, unless he should judge them 
unworthy. In this case he will take care of the spiritual good of the soldiers 
through the ministry of others to whom he will give these same Apostolic facul- 
ties. 5. Fut if the period of two months is not sufficient for the chaplains to 
go to the Ordinary, the chaplains will have the power to go on performing the 
functions of their ministry as long as the impossibility of going to the Ordinary 
remains. 6. These decrees, which according to apostolic authority are to be 
observed in view of the present state of affairs in the United States of America 
for the spiritual good of the soldiers, whether of the northern or southern army, 
will have no effect when the calamity of war shall have ceased. 

I leave to you the care of sending as soon as possible a copy of this letter 
and of the enclosed circular to the bishops of your province. 

Rome, Congregation of Propaganda Fide, February 15, 1862. 
Your most obedient servant, 

Alexander Cardinal Barnabo, 

Prefect. 



